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The University of Dayton

News Release
March 19, 1991
Contact: Pam Huber

NATIONAL ZOOLOGICAL PARK DIRECTOR
TO SPEAK AT THE UNIVERSITY OF DAYTON

DAYTON, Ohio --What's the best way to show people the environmental
threat posed by the destruction of the world's rain forests? Perhaps by
putting them in a simulated rain forest so they can see for themselves the
beauty, complexity and inherent value of the tropical ecosystem.
Michael H. Robinson, director of the Smithsonian Institution's
National Zoological Park, says habitat exhibits at zoos play a pivotal role
in bringing the public into contact with rain forests. "They alone can
exhibit beautiful and fascinating animals, literally 1n all their glory.
They recreate something of the wonder of the forest. They leave a powerful
impression on even the most naive visitor."
Robinson will address "The Fate of Tropical Rain Forests and the Role
of Zoos" at 8 p.m. Wednesday, April 3, at the University of Dayton's
Kennedy Union Ballroom. The presentation, sponsored by UD's Center for
International studies, is free and open to the public.
An animal behaviorist and tropical biologist, Robinson served as
deputy director of the Smithsonian Tropical Research Institute in Panama
prior to his appointment to the national zoo in May 1984. He received his
doctoral degree from Oxford University. His scientific interests include
predator-prey interactions, tropical biology, courtship and mating behavior
and freshwater biology. He is the author of more than 100 scientific
papers and articles including a book on the courtship and mating behavior
of spiders.
Robinson will serve as UD's scholar-in-residence on April 3 and 4. He
will lead a faculty seminar and discussion, deliver class lectures and
preside at a luncheon seminar.
For more information, contact Ann Halpin at (513) 229-3514.
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